
Kimberly Bauer & Madeline Richmond 



About us 
• Kimberly Bauer 

•  Historian 
•  BA in History from DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois 
•  MA in Historic Preservation and Cultural Resource Management 

from Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado 
 

• Madeline Richmond 
•  Photographer 
•  BFA with an emphasis in studio art from Rogers State University in 

Claremore, Oklahoma 



Purpose  
• Broader factors 

•  Writing has changed 
•  We are storytellers in an increasingly digital age 
•  Elgin’s Strategic Plan for 2013-2017 writes that they  

aim to reverse the “negative perceptions not based on  
reality.” 

• Personal factors 
•  We both feel a deep connection to Elgin and our roots here. 
•  We’re seeking to be agents of change in a new generation of those 

who care about Elgin, its past, and current culture 
•  We’re hoping to engage a younger audience and help them  

see the beauty in Elgin using this blog as our medium for 
storytelling. 

•  It’s not for pay 



Pre-Elgin 
Collaboration 
•  The pictures 

are b-a-d. 
 
•  The level of 

story telling 
was not the 
same 



•  Pictures are 
still bad 

•  Happy with the 
progression of 
storytelling, the 
passion that 
Elgin 
specifically 
fostered. 

Pre-Elgin 
Collaboration 



Elgin as our backdrop 
•  City of roughly 100,000 residents with five historic districts: 

•  The Elgin Historic District   
•  The Spring/Douglas Historic District 
•  Elgin National Watch Historic District 
•  The D.C. Cook/Lovell Historic District 
•  Downtown Elgin Commercial National Register Historic District 
•  Plus the Bungalow Thematic Historic District 

•  A storied cultural and economic history in businesses like the 
Elgin Watch Factory, the Elgin Sweeper Company  and Borden 
condensed milk plant. 

•  Many well known landmarks like the Elgin Tower Building, 
Teeple Barn, The McClure Mansion, the handful  
we have featured on the blog, and many others. 

•  Vibrant artistic community 



Details 

Building 
survey and 
inspiration 

Photographic 
lighting 

assessment 

Historical 
documentation 

assessment 

• Why we choose the 
buildings we choose 

• The processes of our 
collaboration 



Case Study: Elgin Watch Factory Observatory 



First Post: Elgin 
•  Photographed 

in both the 
morning and 
afternoon 

•  Ran into 
director Peggy 
Hernandez and 
received 
documents and 
a mini tour  

•  Picked 
specifically for 
its ties to the 
Elgin Watch 
Factory, a staple 
of culture and 
commerce in 
Elgin’s history. 





Fire Station 5 



First Universalist Church of Elgin 



Elgin Professional Building 



Klinger Saloon 



Recap 
• Pedaling Preservation’s storytelling is a synthesis of 

preservation laws and guidelines, as well as history in a 
visually stimulating digital form.  

 
Our love for Elgin is the 

ultimate motivator 

Rich story to tell with 
Elgin’s history and beauty 

Adjusting to the digital age of 
storytelling 

•  Both grew up here 
• Desire to change the negative views 

and biases of Elgin 

•  Both photography and history have 
storytelling aspects 

• Over 150 years of buildings, people, 
stories 

• Utilizing photographs and online 
content extends our reach 

• Online production democratizes the 
process of history and allows us to 
connect with readers 



Recap 
•  Thank you, thank you, thank you 

•  Our story is far from over, Elgin gives us so much to tell 
•  We have not done houses yet, currently sticking to the story of 

downtown 
•  There are so many Sears Homes 
•  A number of homes featured on NENA and Gifford Park Association 

tours 
•  There is the new Bungalow Thematic Historic District 
   and Elgin’s Plaque program. 



Engage with us   
•  pedalingpreservation@gmail.com 
• www.pedalingpreservation.wordpress.com 
• www.facebook.com/pedalingpreservation 


